On July 25, death took Dr. Charles E. Weaver, a member of the Academy 
for 45 years. Dr. Weaver, one of the nation’s most distinguished paleontologists, 
died at his home in Pasadena. He joined the Academy in 1915, was declared a 
Fellow in 1938 and elected to Honorary Membership in 1951. 


Hacar to TEAcH ADVANCED ASTRONOMY CLASS 


BrecinNinc Turspay, September 16, Charles F. Hagar, Assistant Manager of 
Morrison Planetarium, will teach a course for the University of California Ex- 
tension entitled “Advanced Astronomy for the Layman.” The class will meet 
each Tuesday for 15 weeks from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Interested persons should contact the University of California Extension Office, 
AShberry 3-6000, Local 8221. The class will meet at the University of California 
Extension Center in San Francisco. 


STAFF MempBers ATTEND AIBS MEETINGS 


STAFF MEMBERs from the Academy who attended the August 24 to 28 meetings 
of the American Institute of Biological Sciences include Dr. Elizabeth McClin- 
tock, Associate Curator of Botany; Dr. Earl S. Herald, Curator of Aquatic 
Biology, and Alan Leviton, Acting Assistant Curator of Herpetology. The meet- 
ings were held on the campus of Indiana University at Bloomington. 


GALILEO SHOW OPENS 


With THE ARRIVAL of Labor Day, Morrison Planetarium’s annual two-month 
summer show closed and the regular schedule resumed September 3 with “The 
Galileo Story,” a well-received show which presents the highlights of the famous 
Italian scientist’s career. October will feature “Celestial Shadows,” November 
will have “Planetarium on Parade,” and “The Star of Bethlehem” will again be 
the December show. On the regular schedule—which is in effect from September 
to July—shows are given at 3:30 and 8:30 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday 
with an additional show at 2 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 


Draper Returns To ACADEMY 
AFTER SIX WEEKS 1n Colorado, Benjamin Draper, Executive Producer in the 
Academy’s Television Department, returned to his desk at the Academy in mid- 
August. 

Draper acted as Production Business Manager for “And Perhaps Happiness,” 
the prize-winning play produced at the Central City Opera House to honor the 
centennial of the Colorado gold rush. While in Colorado, Draper also produced 
two documentary television programs for Station KLZ-TV in Denver. Upon his 
return, he and the other members of the Television Department staff continued 
work on the next series of “Science in Action,” which goes back on the air Sep- 
tember 15, marking the program’s ninth year. 


New MEMBERS 


New Members who joined the Academy last month are: 
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP Mr. John G. Pierce 
Mr. Thomas G. Bell Famity MEMBERSHIP Louis Billones 
Mr. Robert Boyle Mr. Philip F. Horstmever Thomas McIntyre 
Mrs. M. C. Casserly CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP Bob Noonan 
Mr. Robert L. Harrison Dr. Robert E. Imbeau Christopher Thomas 
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September Announcement 


THE REGULAR SEPTEMBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sci nees will 
be held at 8:15 pp... Wednesday, September 10, in the May Treat Morison 
Auditorium. Philip W. Tompkins, member and friend of the Academy, will 
present some of his outstanding photographic work on: 


“SOUTHEAST UtTaH—SouTHWEST Cotorapo” 


Tompkins 1 is president of Curtis and Tompkins, Ltd., a San Francisco chemi- 
cal engineering firm, and he is also a well-known photographer of the sculptured 
wonders of the American Southwest. 

He will present color slides taken on two two-month pack trips to southeast 
Utah and southwest Colorado in May and June, 1956 and 1957. When the trips 
were made, Tompkins—who has now been an active photographer for 75 years— 
was 83 and 84, respectively. 

The slides to be shown by Tompkins this time will highlight three widely 
separated sections of Utah including the nearly inaccessible and little-known 

“Garden of the Gods”; Mystery Valley, an extension of Monument Valley; and 
the Arch Canyon area along Elk Ridge. Near Arch Canyon are Hammond and 
Chimney Rock Canyons which will also be included in Tompkins’ slides. 

The Colorado phase of the trip took Tompkins into the Animas River Gorge 
in the Colorado Rockies. In this area, the heavy snowfall of 1957 created beaut- 
ful waterfalls and wintry scenes but, unfortunately, said Tompkins, many of 
the most spectacular of these were out of photographic range. However, he did 
get many fine pictures in the gorge and these will be included in his slides of the 
Southwest which Academy members and their friends are cordially invited to see 


ANnNuaAL AcADEMY MEETING SET FoR OcToBER | 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Academy will be held at 8:15 p.m, Wednesday, 
October 1, in May Treat Morrison Auditorium. Besides the election of members 
of the Academy’s Board of Trustees and Council, Dr. Edward §, Ross, Curator 
of the Entomology Department, will present “African Nature Trails.” Dr. Ross 
recently returned to the Academy from a year-long expedition in Africa, His lec- 
ture will feature a representative selection of the more than 5,000 color slides 
taken by members of the expedition as they collected and photographed their 
way from the great Congo Forest to the deserts of Southwest Africa and then 
back again to the forests. 
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ALVIN SEALE 


1871-1958 


Atvin Seace, famed ichthyologist, world traveler and Superintendent of Stein- 
hart Aquarium from 1923 until 1941, died on July 28, 1958, at his home in Wat- 
sonville, California, at the age of 87. 

Born in Fairmount, Indiana, on July 8, 1871, Mr. Seale began his career as 
a world traveler in search of fishes when he bicycled from Indiana to study fishes 
under David Starr Jordan at Stanford University. 
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After his graduation in 1896, he went to the Bernice P. Bishop Museum in 
Hawaii on a fellowship, becoming Curator of Fishes at the island museum from 
1901 to 1904. Following work at the Smithsonian Institution and with the 
United States Bureau of Fisheries, in 1907 Mr. Seale was appointed Chief of 
the Division of Fisheries of the Philippine Bureau of Science. It was while he 
was in this position that be became interested in public aquariums and the Manila 
Aquarium was established under his direction. 

In 1921 Mr. Seale came to the California Academy of Sciences to aid in the 
planning of Steinhart Aquarium. After the Aquarium was opened in 1923, he 
stayed on as Superintendent, a position he held until his retirement in 1941, 
when he became Superintendent Emeritus. 

Mr. Seale participated in many expeditions to various parts of the world 
throughout his career. Besides his years in the Hawaiian and Philippine Islands, 
he worked as a field naturalist in Alaska, New Zealand, Australia, Samoa and 
the Galapagos Islands among other places. 

The author of many technical papers on various aspects of ichthyology, Mr. 
Seale also wrote a popular book entitled “Quest for the Golden Cloak,” an ac- 
count of his experiences as a field naturalist all over the world. 

His extensive library was divided between the Academy and the city of Pacific 
Grove, with his technical literature on ichthyology going to the Academy. In 
recognition of this gift, Mr. Seale was declared a Patron of the California Acad- 
emy of Sciences and he remained a valued friend of the Academy until his recent 


death. 
STUDENT SHow ATTENDANCE REAcHES New PEAK 


Desprre a 1957 ruling by the State Board of Education restricting extra-curricu- 
lar excursions involving paid admissions, attendance at Morrison Planetarium’s 
student shows during the school year of 1957-58 reached an all-time high, ac- 
cording to Lorraine Rogers who handles arrangements for these special group 
rate shows. 

The attendance reached a total of 51,787, some 2,013 more than the total 
attendance at these shows during the 1956-57 school year. Miss Rogers believes 
the 1958-59 total will set yet another new record. 


Dr. Orr ELecrep PresipENt oF MAMMALOGISTS 


Tue Acapemy’s Curator of Birds and Mammals, Dr. Robert T. Orr, was elected 
president of the American Society of Mammalogists at the annual meeting of 
the society held recently at the University of Arizona in Tucson. 


AcapEMy Losrs Two Honorary MEMBERS 


Two major Losses in the Academy’s membership ranks were caused by the 
recent deaths of two long-time members and friends of the Academy. 

Dr. William F. Durand, whose many researches included both ship and jet 
propulsion, died August 10 in Brooklyn at the age of 99. Dr. Durand joined the 
Academy in 1921, was declared a Fellow in 1926, and in 1945 he was elected an 
Honorary Member, the highest honor the Academy can bestow. Dr. Durand’s 
researches caused him to be widely known as the “dean of American engineer- 
ing. 
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